
  

 

Dear Participant, 

You are invited to contribute to a focus group on the reformed GCSE qualifications 

The research company Wavehill, on behalf of Qualifications Wales, are collecting teachers’ 

views and opinions of the reformed GCSE. We would like to invite you to attend one of ten 

subject-specific focus groups being held around Wales in May. Please note – it is possible to 

join the focus groups remotely via Skype  

The research 

This research is relevant to teachers of any GCSE qualification within the following subject 

areas: 

Science | English | Maths | Welsh | Drama | Modern Foreign Languages | Geography | Music 

This is your opportunity to influence the design and development of GCSE qualifications. 

The research investigates teachers’ opinions about some of the recently reformed GCSE 
qualifications.  The study’s aims are: 

a) To find out how the new qualifications are working and what impact the changes are 
having. 

 
b) To gather evidence that could inform any future qualification reforms, for example, to 

support the new curriculum for Wales. 
 

What you need to do 

Provided below is a list of subject-specific focus groups with details regarding the location, 
date and time of each session.  If you would like to attend any of these focus group, please 
click on the link below to book your place. 
 

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER 

We will then contact you with further information relating to the focus group, such as the list 
of questions or topics we would like to discuss, and any supporting materials.  
 
There is a limit to the number of participants for each group. We will operate on a first-come, 
first-serve basis while also looking to satisfy a good sample of teachers. However, we would 
ask you to inform us promptly if you are consequently unable to attend so that we can invite 
a replacement in good time.  
 

https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=155197288554
https://www.snapsurveys.com/wh/s.asp?k=155197288554


While attendance in person is desirable, we appreciate that locations and timings might not 
be convenient to all. We therefore also wish to offer the opportunity for you to contribute 
remotely, likely via Skype or other video or telephone conferencing facilities if attending in 
person is not possible.  
 

Focus Groups 

Focus Group Subject Location Date / Time 

English (North Group) 

Glasdir - Plas yn Dre, Llanrwst, Conwy, North 
Wales, LL26 0DF  
Location directions in the link   
https://glasdir.com/contact  
Elwy and Hiraethog Rooms 

May 13th @ 6.00pm 

Welsh (North Group) 

Glasdir - Plas yn Dre, Llanrwst, Conwy, North 
Wales, LL26 0DF 
Location directions in the link  
https://glasdir.com/contact 
Elwy and Hiraethog Rooms 

May 13th @ 6.00pm 

Foreign Languages (MFL) 

Glasdir - Plas yn Dre, Llanrwst, Conwy, North 
Wales, LL26 0DF  
Location directions in the link   
https://glasdir.com/contact   
Elwy and Hiraethog Rooms 

May 14th @ 6.00pm 

Music 

Glasdir - Plas yn Dre, Llanrwst, Conwy, North 
Wales, LL26 0DF  
Location directions in the link 
https://glasdir.com/contact 
Elwy and Hiraethog Rooms 

May 14th @ 6.00pm 

Welsh (South Group) 

Swansea University – Bay Campus (room info 
at reception). 
Location directions in the link  
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-
university/location/bay-campus/   

May 15th @ 6.00pm 

Science 

Swansea University – Bay Campus (room info 
at reception). 
Location directions in the link  
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-
university/location/bay-campus/  

May 15th @ 6.00pm 

Maths 
Chapter Arts Centre, Market Road, Canton, 
Cardiff, CF5 1QE 

May 16th @ 6.00pm 

English (South Group) 
Chapter Arts Centre, Market Road, Canton, 
Cardiff, CF5 1QE 

May 16th @ 6.00pm 

Geography 
Wavehill Offices, 21 Alban Square, Aberaeron, 
Ceredigion. SA46 0DB 

May 21st @ 6.00pm 

Drama 
Wavehill Offices, 21 Alban Square, Aberaeron, 
Ceredigion. SA46 0DB 

May 22nd @ 6.00pm 

 

https://glasdir.com/contact
https://glasdir.com/contact
https://glasdir.com/contact
https://glasdir.com/contact
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-university/location/bay-campus/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-university/location/bay-campus/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-university/location/bay-campus/
https://www.swansea.ac.uk/the-university/location/bay-campus/


 

 

At the focus group 

 
Refreshments will be provided and there will be an opportunity to meet teachers of the 
subject before beginning the focus group. 
 
A facilitator from Wavehill will ask a series of questions for discussion and moderate the 
discussion if necessary.  
 
During the session, we will present our findings from the interviews we have been conducting 
across Wales over the past few months and ask you to comment on our conclusions so far.  
 
We will take notes of the discussion and record the session for accuracy. All recordings will 
be deleted no more than 12 months after the conclusion of the project.  
 
The group will last approximately 1 hour depending on the discussion, but no longer than 1.5 
hours. 
 

Confidentiality 
 
Any personal information collected as part of the research will be kept confidential. 
Responses and contributions to focus groups will remain anonymous, and not made public in 
a way that could lead to teachers or schools/centres being identified. The information will 
only be used for this research project and the aims outlined above. Following completion of 
our research, Wavehill will produce a report for Qualifications Wales which will include the 
output from each focus group, this report will not identify any individuals. Any personal data 
will be deleted by Wavehill within 12 months of the completion of the project. 
 
Further details relating to confidentiality, data protection and anonymity will be provided to 
participants prior to the event. 
 
Thank you once again for your participation in the research thus far, and we hope that you 
will continue to inform our project by attending a focus group. 


